
Middle School Standards-Based Scoring (SBS) 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Q.  Why a Standards-Based Scoring system? 
 

A. Thompson School District is committed to providing an accurate picture to communicate student 
growth and student achievement by giving clear, specific feedback on their growth toward the mastery 
of grade level content and standards. 

 
Q.  Will we still have GPA? 
 

A. Yes.  A Grade Point Average (GPA) will be calculated for the academic scores.  GPA will continue to be 
calculated by taking the total grade points and dividing them by the total credit hours. 

 
Q. Will we still have awards? 
 

A. Yes.  We will continue to recognize student excellence. 
 
Q.  I’m getting failing assignment notifications, what do I do? 
 

A.  You shouldn’t receive failing assignment notifications in standards-based scoring courses, please 
contact 613-5102. 

 
Q.  What are the benefits of Standards-Based Scoring? 
 

A. In a standards-based scoring system, learning outcomes are clearly articulated to students throughout 
instruction.  Students are given numerous opportunities to demonstrate standard understanding and 
mastery.  Other benefits include: 

 A single score represents many skills.  For example, a reading assignment may have items on it that require 
students to understand three separate skills, but the student gets one grade on the test.  This makes it difficult for 
the student to reflect and improve his or her performance. Standards-based scoring allows the student to see how 
they did on each skill so they may advocate for and receive support on their individual areas of need. 

 The incorporation of work ethic and participation in the academic grade.  In the past, we included 
other factors like attendance, behavior, homework completion, and participation in a student’s overall 
grade.  While it is important to monitor and provide feedback to students on these 21st century skills, it is critical 
to separate these from academic achievement. 

 Q.   Where can I find more information about Standards-Based Scoring? 

 http://www.thompsonschools.org/Page/12050 

 https://www.psdschools.org/professional-development/sbtlf 

 http://www.svvsd.org/files/SVVSD%20Standards%20Based%20Philosophy%20&%20Practices.pdf 
 https://adams12.org/student_learning/standards_based_grading 

 http://www.bvsd.org/curriculum/reportcards/support/Pages/default.aspx 

 http://www.summit.k12.co.us/Page/102 

 http://www.competencyworks.org/analysis/a-reflection-on-the-field-of-competency-education/ 

 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/28/weekinreview/28tyre.html?_r=2 

 
Q.  What happens as my student moves on to higher education? 
 

A. In order to keep us competitive with surrounding districts, we need to engage our students in the same 
opportunities as other competing districts. ( PSD, St Vrain, Boulder, Adams 12) 
 http://newenglandssc.org/resources/endorsement 
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Core Values: Greater Emphasis: 

Level of instruction Shift in student ownership of learning 

Strong student learning objectives Increase in student self-advocacy 

Standards being taught More authentic measures of learning 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 
Focused feedback on student’s 
achievement 

Recognition of excellence 
Reporting academic achievement 
independently from your student’s 
work habits 

High academic expectations  

21st century skills   

Self-motivation and competiveness  

Critical thinking and problem solving  

  

College, Career and Community Ready 


